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Instrumental and Singing Tuition 2025 — 2026

The Music Department at Halliford School strongly encourages every student to learn an instrument
of their choice. Instrumental tuition is designed to suit the needs of the individual and fosters
transferable skills including organisation, commitment, problem-solving, and perseverance. Students
may opt to be entered for external grade examinations, or they may choose to learn purely for
pleasure and enrichment. However, Grades 6 — 8 are worth valuable UCAS points for university
admission as follows:

Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8
Pass Merit Dist. Pass Merit Dist. Pass Merit Dist.
8 10 12 12 14 16 18 24 30

The Halliford School Music Department has a team of highly experienced and dedicated Visiting
Music Teachers, offering tuition on a range of instruments as follows:

Mr Paul Savides — Guitar Mr Yuri Paterson-Olenich — Piano | Ms Anna Ritchie — Violin
(Electric, Bass, and Acoustic)

Miss Alys Jones — French Horn

Mr Jason Balecke — Percussion &
Drum Kit

Mrs Helen Head — Piano

Miss Esther Biddle — Voice
Mr Daniel Czwartos — Woodwind

Mrs Natalie Davies — Piano
Miss Gillian Walshaw — Strings

Mr Tom Griffiths — Trumpet

School ensembles cater for all abilities, and we encourage students to participate in at least one.
Current instrumental opportunities include the Orchestra, Jazz Band, multiple Rock Bands, as well as
String, Piano, Percussion, Brass and Woodwind Ensembles. Vocal opportunities include the Year 7
Choir, Barbershop Group and the Chamber Choir which is by invitation only. Additionally, we
encourage all musicians to support their learning by attending Music Theory classes and Music
Technology clubs.

Instrumental lessons last 40 minutes and the termly fee is payable in advance directly to the Visiting
Music Teacher. The rate for the academic year 2025 - 2026 is £355 per term. This is for 10 x 40-minute
lessons and you will be invoiced directly by your child’s instrumental teacher. A full term’s notice is
required for lessons to stop, and this must be given in writing to the school. Please find further
information in the Parent Contract.

If you would like your son/daughter to begin lessons, please complete the information.

I would like my son/daughter form (if known)

to have lessons on the following instrument . Please state whether your

child is a beginner or has any previous experience:

I understand that lessons will commence once payment has been received by the visiting music teacher.

Parent Name

Contact e-mail

Contact telephone number
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Why learn an instrument?

Learning to play an instrument develops numerous non-musical skills which will benefit your child’s
education in a holistic way. These include organisation, goal setting, problem-solving, perseverance,
commitment, self-confidence, performance skills, communication and independence. Universities
look for candidates with these skills and the ability to play an instrument demonstrates that your child
has developed in these areas adding breadth and credibility to his/her CV. Additionally students gain
the confidence and opportunity to participate in musical ensembles which foster social and team-
building skills thereby broadening their extra-curricular experience.

How much does it cost?
The rate for the academic year 2025 - 2026 is £355 per term. This is for 10 x 40-minute lessons and
you will be invoiced directly by your child’s instrumental teacher

How do | pay?
Fees are paid directly to the instrumental teacher who will invoice you termly and in advance of
lessons starting.

How long are the lessons?
40 minutes or (35 minutes if they are at lunchtime)

When are the lessons?

Lessons take place throughout the school day and during the lunch period. In a small number of cases,
lessons may be held after or before school, but this is by arrangement with the instrumental teacher.
The lessons are scheduled on a rotational basis so that students do not repeatedly miss the same
curriculum subjects week after week. Lessons may not always be on a fixed day as this means there is
more flexibility with rotating lessons and less chance of students missing the same lesson often.

At the end of each lesson, the teacher will arrange with the student, the time of his/her next lesson
and this can be recorded in the practice diary or in the student’s main school diary. The teacher will
then post this time on the notice board at the end of the day for student reference. It is the student’s
responsibility to double check the notice board.

Can we select specific lesson times?

Generally, no - although in a small number of cases, lessons can be fixed at a lunchtime slot. These
slots are taken up on a first come first served basis. Priority is given to students in Year 11 and the
Sixth Form.

What about mainstream lessons missed?

Students should receive adequate notice from their instrumental teacher in advance of their lesson
time. Students must request to be absent from a mainstream lesson at least 24 hours in advance of
that lesson. (Subject teachers should agree this as the request is an act of courtesy). It is the student’s
responsibility to keep on top of any work missed.
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What happens if my child wishes to terminate lessons?

It is recommended that your child maintains instrumental tuition for long enough to overcome any
temporary wavering of enthusiasm. In any instance, a complete term’s notice must be given if your
child wishes to cease lessons. This must be given in writing to the school by the end of the first day of
term (or half term to run to the next half-term).

Punctuality

In line with whole school policy and standards, punctuality to instrumental lessons is treated with the
same importance as any other lesson in school. Students must ensure that they are organised in this
respect. It is not the responsibility of the instrumental teacher to go hunting for late or absent
students.

Missed Lessons

If the instrumental tutor is absent or late for any reason, he/she will rearrange an alternative lesson
slot. Lessons missed due to a student’s extreme lateness, forgetfulness, absence from school due to
illness, medical or other appointments cannot be refunded or rearranged. If a student or parent is
aware in advance that a lesson time is not going to be manageable due to a prior arrangement, this
must be communicated to the instrumental teacher as soon as possible.

Communication and Reporting

You are encouraged to maintain contact with your child’s instrumental teacher in order to support
his/her progress. The practice diary can be used as a form of communication for teacher and parent if
required. You will receive a formal report on your child’s progress at the end of the year. This will
include an effort and attainment grade which will be added to his/her overall school report.

What happens in a lesson and how can | help and support my child’s progress?

This is very much dependent on what your child requires from learning an instrument. Different
teachers work in different ways and teach to the requirement of the individual, whether that be
working towards graded examinations or learning for pleasure. In any case, lessons will incorporate
aspects of technique, notation, musical style and interpretation through pieces and exercises.

e Encourage your child to practise and support with positive feedback when deserved.

e Talk about his / her practice and encourage your child to perform to you from time to time
but avoid being too intrusive.

e Try and encourage a regular practice routine — little and often is usually more effective than
one big slog per week.

e Ensure there is a suitable space in which to practise.

e Keep in contact with the music teacher —then your child will be aware of your involvement.

e Encourage your child to make the most of any performing opportunities such as school
concerts, competitions and class performances.

e Encourage your child to join a school ensemble. It can be less daunting than playing solo and
apart from being fun, it will teach skills essential for the well-rounded musician.



